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PREFACK

AIN Classics in old Kannada like the Adipurina and the
Anantanatha Purana on the life stories of the Jain
Tirthankaras, Rsabha and Anantanitha, and works like
Dharmamrta have no doubt been edited and published
by the Oriental Library, Mysore. But no Sanskrit text
dealing exclusively with the Philosophy and Religion of
the Jains, has been brought out by the Library during
the last 53 years of its existence. But thanks to Pandit
A. Shantiraja Sastry, the Travelling Pandit of the Iibrary,
it has been possible to bring out an edition of the Sanskrit
Text - Tattvartha Suatra” with an unpublished com-
mentary, Swukhabodha by Bhaskaranandin. This is a
work which is regarded as sacred and authoritative by both
the Jaina sects—the Svetimbaras and the Digambaras.

The author of the Tattvartha Satra or Taltvartha-
dhegama Sutra, as it is called, 1s the celebrated teacher,
Umasvami or Umasvati, who 1s sawd to have lived,
according to the Digambara Pattivali, between 135 and
219 A.D.  According to tradition, Umdsvati is a pupil of
Kundakundacharva and is cited with esteem by the
followers of both the sects. He is also known by the
epithets, Girdhrapincha and Nergrantha, and is said to
have written no less than 500 books.  But the most
important of them is the work now before us which he
wrote in Pataliputra. There is a story which goes to say
that a layman called Dvaipayaka lived in Gujrat and was
anxious to do service to his Religion and Philosophy by
writing a book on Jainism.  The theme he chose for his
bhook was Maoksa or liberation. He made a vow not to
take his meal for the day unless he wrote at least one
aphoristn.  He started the work with the first Sutra

“ ZEATASTRATOr AhHTET:  and left his home on some

special business. By accident, a saint came to his house
just at that timme, prefixed the word “ Samyak’ to the
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first word of the Satra and departed. Dvaipiyaka came
home and learnt from his mother what had happened
during his absence and ran in search of the mysterious
hand that wrote the word. He was fortunate enough to
mect the saint at the outskirts of the city and entreated
him to complete the work. The saint, moved by compas-
sion, agreed and finished the work. The saint was none
other than masvati.

Tattvartha Satra is a Sanskrit manual in ten chapters
on the *“ Understanding of the true nature of things.” 'The
large number of commentaries, no less than 30, as we
know, that have appeared on the work by teachers of
both the sects is awmple proof of the popularity of the
work among the Jains. Tt is read and recited, even at the
present day, by the Jaing both in their houses and temples.
It is almost the Bible of the Jains. By reading the book,
once through, one is said to acquire just as much religious
merit as by fasting onc day :—

T TRFEER awErd ofsd E@ihw )
TS EITETAEET A gRgE: )

It is the carliest systematic work we have on Jaina
“T.iogic, Psychology, Cosmography, Ontology and Ethics.”
The contents of the book have been summarised by the
learned editor in the Sanskrit introduction.

Of the several commentators on the work, Samnanta-
bhadra, Pajyapida and Akalanka deserve special mention.
Samantabbadra is the earliest commentator of the
Digambara school and is said to have written a learned
and voluminous commentary, Gandhahastc Mahabhashy t,
on the Sutra. Unfortunately this commentary scems
to have been irretrievably lost,

Next to him in the line of cominentators, is Piijya-
pada, whose work Sarvartha Stddhi is well-known to
scholars.  He is a prolitic writer and has written books on
Granmmar, Tiogic, Prosody, and Philesophy. He is
undoubtedly later than Samantabhadra since he refers to

him in one of his worksas, “TIqgEq TWAATZS =~ and is
said to have lived, according to the Jain tradition, in the
latter part of the 4th century A. D.
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The commentator Akalanka is held in high estecm by
the Jains. His commentary, Tattvartharaja Vartika, is
a master-piece and abounds in quotations from Buddhlst
works, especially from the works of Dinnaga. He 1s
gencrally assigned by scholars to the end . of the
7th century A. D.

The commentary, Sulkhabodha, which is now presented
to the public for the first time, is by Bhaskaranandin. Its
publication was undertaken at thc request of many
Jain scholars. It is distinguished by its simplicity of style
and the clearness of exposition of the deep and hidden
significance of the cryptic satras of Umasvati. It abounds
in quotations from the Edajavartika of Akalanka and will
surely be a useful aid in understanding the full import of
the writings of that great scholar.

Very little is known of the life and times of Bhaskara-
nandin. From the colophon at the end of each chapter
of the work, it is clear that he was a pupil of one Jina-
chandra Bhattaraka. Since there are several Jain Acharyas
of that name, nothing definite can be said as to whose
pupil he was. But this much can be said with certainty
that the teacher of Bhiaskaranandin was the same Jina-
chandra Bhattaraka as is referred to i the Sravanabelgola,
Inscription No. 69 and was the pupil of Sarvasidhumuni and
not of Chandinandi Muni mentioned in the Santi Purana
of the Kannada poet, Ponna. Bhaskaranandin may have
flourished in the latter part of the 13th or the beginning
of the L4th century A. D.

The present edition of the text and the commentary
is based on three manuseripts which have been described
in the Sanskrit introduction. I take this opportunity to
express the indebtedness of the Library to Pandit Sri
Brahmasuri Sastri of Sravanabelgola and Sri Jhnanésvara
Pandit of Chamarajnagar who have readily responded to
our requests for the loan of manuscripts for collation.

MYSORE, } H. R. RANGASWAMY IYENGAR,

1-5-1944. Curator-in-charge, Oriental Library, Aysore.
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